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glorious by the valour of her sons and we
are determined that the sacrifice shali not
he in vain, aml we will do our utmost lo
compel all to shoulder their responsihilities.
Self preservation and national duty alike
eall us and I hope few will be found want-
ing in this great erisis, I move an amend-
ment—

That the following weords be added to
the Address-in-reply.—“We beg to assure
Your Excellency that we will give most
careful consideration (o measures thal
will best promote the welfare and pros-
perity of Western Australin”

On motion by Mr. W. D. Johnson, de-
bate adjourned.

House udjourned at 8.40 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 20th September, 1916.

Papers preacnted
Assent to Bills ..

iy
L .8
Address-in-reply, third day, amendment 83

The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Land
Clearing Operations—Auadit of accounts to
30th June, 1916. 2, Stock Suspense Aec-
count Regulations, 3, Abattoirs Aet, 1909—
(a) Amendment of Regulation 18; (b)
Amended Regulations, 4, Plant Diseases
Act, 1914—(a)} Regulation re importation
of potatoes from Vietoria; (b} Regulations.
5, Land Aect, 189S, and Amendments—By-
laws (Section 43). 6, Zoological Gardens
Act, 1898—Regulations. 7, Cemsteries Aect,
1897, and Amendments—By-laws.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Messages from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following
Bills of last session :-—

1. Supplementary Loan,

2, War Council.

3. Fremantle Municipal Tramways and
Electric Lighting Act Amendment.

. Health Aect Amendment.

. Roads Closure,

. Land Act Amendment.

. Permanent Reserva,

. Supply (Ne. 1).
. Licensing Aect
ance.

10. Supply (Ne. 2).
11. Licensing Aet Amendment.

W

W00~ &

Amendment Continu-

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day—.Amendment.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply and on the following amendment
moved by the Colonial Seeretary :—“We beg
to assure Your Excellency that we will give
the most careful consideration to measures
that will best promote the welfare and pro-
sperity of Western Australia.”

Hon. J. M. DREW (Central) [4.40] :
Permit me in the first place to offer my con-
gratulations to Mr. Colebatch on his eleva-
tion to the leadership of the House. I feel
eertain from my experience of the hon. gen-
tleman that with his great ability and his
masterly grasp of details, shown during the
titue he occupied the position in the House
which I now enjoy, he will do very great
credit indeed to the office. Henceforth I
shall, to a large extent, be the critic instead
of the ecriticised, but I trust that in all my
comments T shall be fair and in no case
indulge in purposeless or wanton eriticism.
T do not intend to traverse the whole of the
speech made by the Colonial Secretary yes-
terday, but the hon. gentleman trenched on
some controversial ground and made state-
ments which I do not intend to allow to pass
uachallenged.  The Minister boasted that
Mr. Hamersley’s return for the East Pro-
vince was a brilliant vietory for the Liberal
side. This is only a small matter, but if I
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"were in the hon. gentleman's position 1
would not exult over the disecomfiture of my
_ally.  Perhaps the DMinister cannof be
blamed for taking that view of the situa-
tion, but I would remind bim that there is
another aspect of the case, ome whieh is
{aken by very many, namely, that Mr. Ham-
ersley’s vielory and Mr. MeCabe's defeat
were (ue lo the allianee belween the Liberal
party and the Country party, and that a

large number of farmers were opposed
to ihat alliance and threw over My
MeCabe.  Whichever is the correet view

T do not pretend to decide. We were lold
that the Liberal Governmeni made no pro-
mises (o the farmers which were inconsistent
with the Liberal poliev; and in the very
next breath we were informed (hat (he
Liberal Ministry have abolished terminal
charges and also the extra gharges imposed
on railways under construction. In each of
these instances it was a complete reversal
of the Liberal policy. The l.iberals were
the authors of the terminal rates. The Lib-
erals brought them info existence, and those
rates had been in operation for some years
until the Labour Government ecame into
power and abolished them, The rates re-
mained abolished for two years when, in
consequence of the fact that it was impos-
sible for the Labour Ministry to get their
taxation measures through this Chamber,
the rates were reinstated. The outrageous
charges on railways under construction were
the handiwork of the Liberal Government.
At one time the charges were as high as
Gd. per ton per mile, and they were imposed
in the first instance for the special benefit
of railway contractors. When we went into
office the charges had bheen reduced to 4d.
per ton per mile. We did not abolish these
rates, but we substantiallv reduced them.
We reduced them to the extent of ordinary
railway rates plus 50 per eent, No doubt,
this very desirable reform would neot have
heen effected by the present Government
had it not been made a condition of their
so-called alliance with the Country party.
They were practieally foreed into that re-
form.  Reference has been made by the
Colonial Secretary to the Royal Commission
appoinied in connection with the agricul-
tural industry. The principal object of that

Royal Commission, as set forth in the pub-
lic Press, is to inquire into the possibility of
farmers’ carrying stock, of their entering
upon baecon curing and butter making and
the manufacture of jam and preserves. It
appears to me that all this information
conld have been supplied by the Department
of Agrienlture. The previous Government
appointed three Commissioners, a Commis-
sioner for the Wheat Belt, a Fruit Industries
Commissioner, and a Commissioner for the
South-West.

Hon. W, Kingsmiil:
(Government,

Hon. J. M. DREW : 1 mean, the previous
Liberal Governmenl. Now {he question
arigses whether these experis have failed, be-
cause the present Government have ap-
pointed a Roval Commission who are, in
effect, o supersede these Commissioners.
What do the Royal Commissioners propose
te inquire into? Into faets which are
known generally. There ¢an be no two
opinions a5 1o the advisabilily of
farmers’ carrying stoeks. There ean be no
two opinions as to the necessity for making
provision for bacon curing and butter mak-
ing, in view of the large imports of bacon
and butter from the Eastern States. There
appears to be ample justification for aefion
to be taken, and taken without unnecessary
delay. 'There is no need at all for a Royal
Commission to discover these obvious facts,
which have been disclosed as the result of
the war. The necessity for aetion in the
directions indicated was not so palpable
prior to the war as it is now. The necessity
has become urgently apparent in eonsequence
of the difficulties in the shipment of wheat.
Everyone now realises—even those who did
not realise it before—that the time has come
when the farmer should be encouraged to do
something more than produce wheat, when
he should be encouraged to go in also for
the production of pork and poultry. There
is no necessity to appoint a Royal Commis-
sion to discover what is already known. The
steps which should be taken by the Govern-
ment are in the direction of providing as-
sistance to the farmers to purchase the ne-
cessary slock

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Why did net your
Government do it?

Not the previous
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Hon. J. M. DREW : and also the necessary
poultry. Our Government took a very im-
periant step iu Lbai direction. For two or
three years we were endeavouring to get a
Bill through this House to provide for the
irrigation of the south-western lands. That
measure met with stern opposition, but
eventually was passed; and its passage
meant Lhe beginning of the development of
the dairying industry. However, as I said
before, the urgency for action in these di-
rections, which is suggested by lhe present
Governinent, has become more evident dur-
ing recent monlhs. If we have to wait until
the Ioyul Commission report-—-and the
Royal Commision will sit for months and
take evidence—a whole year will have
elapsed before action is taken; and aciion
ought to be taken immediately.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Irrigation has nothing
to do with the supply of stock.

Hon. J. M. DREW: To my mind the per-
sonnel of the Commission is not satisfactory.
With Lhe exception of Mr. Giles they are
practieally unknown men outside the dis-
tricts in which they reside. Mr. Paynton 1
do not know. Mr. Castiean I have never
heard of. Mr, D. 1. Clarkson I have heard
of frequenily, but I do not think be has ever
been outside the Northam-Neweastle district.
A full year's delay will oceur in consequence
uf the appuintment of the Royal Commission,
and | think the apointment was indeed a
creat mistake. 1 cbeerve that the old rail-
way advisory board has been revived. It
seems to me that a wiser step for the Gov-
ernitent to take would be to reintroduce the
Public Works Committee Bill, which was re-
jecled by this Iouse. Of course, the Gov-
ermment would have stultified themselves by
so doing. but I think they would have been
aprianded by the general community. The
principles underlying that measure have
been endorsed by the Federal Liberal party.
Those prineiples form part of their plat-
form., Such a measure is now on the Com-
monwealth statate-book, and I believe it is
working well. The Colonial Secretary has
referred to the motor ship “IK{angaroo,”
stating that she is making large profits, and
that she will reduce her capitalisalion to
normal if the war lasts much longer. I am
indeed glad that the Colonial Secretary has
the manliness to admit that the previous

(iovernment acted wisely in purchasing that
ship. He does oot say that in so many
words, but he admils at any rate that the
“Nangaroo” will be a profitable vessel.
With regard to the “Western Australia,”
lhe British Admiralty, he states, are not
paying cbarter rates during the time the
vessel is in dock. Under the agreement the
British Aduiilalty were called upon to pay
from the lime they took delivery of the
vessel. So far ag I know, there was no dis-
pute in that respect up to the time I left
office. There was, however, some dispute
as lo who should pay the full costs of the
improvements required. 1t appears that the
British Admiralty, on thorough investiga-
tion of the “Western Australia” wade after
taking her over, discovered that to make her
fit for the special service in which she was
to be engaged, namely, as a hospital ship,
would involve an expenditure of something
like £15,000. They required a high rate of
speed, about 26 knots; and in eonsequence
extensive improvements had lo be elfected.
The late Government were approached wilh
a view 1o bearing a share of the cost of these
alterations, and it was agreed to refer the
matter to arbitration, But I think the British
Admiralty are liable from the very time
they touk delivery of the ship, fov the pay-
ment of the charter rate. The whole of the
legal brsiness in connection with the charter
was fixed up by Mp M. L. Moss, who is
known tu members of this House, and who
protected the inferests of the Government in
cvery respect, It appears (o me that the
Colomial Secrelnry’s  remarks about the
“Weslern Australia” and also about the
“Kwinana" were highly injudicious. The
impression will get abroad that the Govern-
nent are prepared to sell these vessels af
any priev. Undoabtedly the “\Western Aus-
tralia™ was an unsuitable ship for the North-
West trade. That has been abundantly
prove.  But she has shown herself good
enough for the British Admiralty, and I be-
lieve she is now giving every satisFaction.
Al any rate, it seems to me most unwise to
do anything to discredit Government pro-
periy. The “Kwinana” is, as the Colonial
Becretary has said, an old ship; but the
Giovernment will have no difficulty whatever
in finding a ready sale for her, It is donbt-
ful, however, whether, if the Colonia]l See-
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retary’s expressions used in this House were
to gain general currency, the Government
would get as satisfactory a figure for the
“Kwinana” as would be obtainable under
other eireumstances. 1 am not sarprised,
however, at the Colonial Secretary's remarks
after reading a public statement made by
the Premier himself. The hon. gentleman
guoted from the manager of the State
Steamship Service, but quoted only parti-
ally, and did not refer to the subject with
which the manager was dealing. The man-
ager staled that the "“Western Australia”
and the “Kwinana” were out-of-date ships.
Mzr. Stevens, however, was puiting up a
case in favour of purchasing two motor
ships for the North-West trade, if T remem-
ber the circumstances correctly, and in order
to make his case he pointed out—what is
the fact—that steamers are not suitable for
the North-West trade. Steamers involve
large expenditure for coal, whereas the cost
of ruuning motor ships is eomparatively
small. To me it seems most unfair on the
part of the Premier to quote only one por-
tion of the report, or rather only one part
of a sentence, omitting the remainder, in
a matter of this kind. I am pleased, how-
ever, to learn that the Government intend
to afford the people of the North-West the
best shipping service possible. This was not
stated hy the Colonial Seeretary, but hy his
chief. Tlis chief has said so from a very
public position. I hope that this announce-
ment is the prelude to asking Parliament for
authority to purchase two moter ships for
the North-West trade.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: 1 hope the Govern-
ment will ask Parliament, any way.

Hon. J. M. DREW: If the Government
are desirous of establishing a first class ser-
viee for the North-West, they must certainly
take action in that direction, and T ean as-
surc the Colonial Secretary tbat in such ac-
tion he will have my strongest support. But
could there be any stronger justifieation of
{be acfion of the previous Government than
this deelaration of the present Ministry that
they intend to provide an efficient and up-to-
date shipping service for the North-West?
For what reason did we establish the ser-
viee? The remarks I refer to were made
by the Premier publicly, and very recently,
too.

Member: Whent

Hon. J. M. DREW: Within the last 24
hours. The hon. gentleman said that the
Government intended to afford the people
of the North-West the best shipping service
possible. These remarks are reported in
the TWest Australign of this morning, and I
extracted them from the paper this after-
noon. I am pleased to learn that the Gov-
ernment intend to persevere in the policy
which was initiated by the previous Govern-
ment. For what purpose did the previous
Government embark on the shipping enter-
prise? To serve the interests of the North-
West, in order to provide facilities for the
producers of the North-West, and also to
serve the interests of the people in the south.
I hope the present Government will not
forget the people in the southern parts of
the State, but that the “Eucla” or some
other ship, will be kept in operation on the
south ecast. As I said before, this declara-
tion of the Government, this decision nf
the Government to go on and provide an
even better shipping service, is a first-class
testimony to the wisdom of the late Gov-
ernment. T was surprised to read a staie-
ment of the Premier that the loss on the
shipping service for the last financial year
amounted to £16,850. T cannot eredit it. I
would like to have some eclear explaration
on the point. [ trust that a misiake has
been made.

The Colonial Seeretary: That is for the
coaslal service, outside the ‘‘Kangaroo.”

Hon. J. M. DREW : Even then 1t is most
diffieult to realise that that ean be the ecase.
The amount of revenue received in respeect
of every ship during last year has been far
greater than that reeeived during any pre-
vious vear, and the expenses have nol
been as great in comparison. I had
a halance struck after the 31st May last;
everylhing was included—interest, sinking
fund, deprecialion, and T was informed by
the accountant that there was a profit of
£13,000 not counting £12,000 which was due
in econnection with the chartering of the
“Western Australia.” These figures were
supplied me by the accountant of the State
Shipping Department. Now, I would like
to see as soon as possible an audited balance
sheet and, in addition to the balance sheet,
the Auditor General's report in ennnertin-
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with the last year’s transactions. The state-
ment of the Colonial Seeretary in re-
ference to the fish supplies I really eannot
anderstand. It would appear that there
was a very heavy loss up to the first of last
March, and then the enterprise was placed
on a new basis; the men were given a bonus
to increase the output and to work longer
bours, but it was difficult to see why it cost
just as much to take in ten tons of fish as
to bring in four. At that time the weekly
output was something like four tons a weck,
which gradually increased, and when ] left
office it was something like ten tons. Since
then it has inereased, so I see by the papers,
to 14 tons a week. In consequence of that
the enterprise shonld be paying handsomely.
I may say that this enlerprise was a pure
experiment and it was not brooght under
the Trading Concerns Act until we were
satisfied that it would prove a success, and
I am very much surprised that it is not a
suecess now, but T have something more
than mere assertion to back me up. I have
a statement here from the accountant of the
Colonial Secretary’s department in refer-
ence to the progress of the enterprise since
the 1st Marech, and it appears very satis-
factory indeed.

The Colonial Secertary: That has since
been corrected.

Hon. J. M. DREW: I received this in
May—it deals with financial operations of
the State fish supply for the month of
April and it reads as follows:—cash re-
ceipts £1,014 4s. 4d., sundry creditors £121
15s. 4d., value of fish on hand and en route
to Fremantle £746 2s.; total £1,882 1s, 8d.
Less value of fish on hand on 31st March
£376; Total £1,506 1s. 8d. Expenditure
£1,049 2s, 6d., sarplus for the month £456
19s. 2d. These figures do not include any
provision for depreciation and interest. The
accountant goes on to say—

The value of the cargo of the fish which
did not arrive in Fremantle until the Ist
inst. is ineluded in the amount shown
above as “fish on hand and en route lo
Fremantle.” Adding the surplus, £456
19s. 24. for the month of April to that
for Mareh, £339 18s. 5d., shows that the
excess of revenue over expenditure for the
two months since the inauguration of the

bonus system was £796 17s. 7d. On the

Thursday prior to the Good Friday, the

casl takings at the Fish Store amounted

to £138 3s. 6d., and the number of cus-

tomers served were 1,722,

The Colopial Secretary: I asked for an
explanation of the inconsistencies of that
statement, and one subsequently provided,
and | was informed that it was incorrect, as
the hon. member ean see.

Hon. J. M. DREW: The infor-
mation supplied to the Colonial Secre-
tary may have been incorrect. I asked them
to carefully prepare the information for
me. [ did not want to get incorrect informa-
tion. I was very anxious about this and
wanted to arrive at the iruth. These were
the figures supplied to me, and I took the
precaation to keep a copy. Now, then, T
wanted to know how these figures were ar-
rived at, and this statement was supplied to
me:—I'ish supply—month of May—cash
receipls £1,456 19s. 9d., sundry debtors £134
0s. 10d., value of fish on hand £669 3s. 9d.;
total £2,290 4s. 4d. Less value of fish on
hand 31-4-16 £746 2s.; total £1,544 2s 44,
Expenditure £1,301 0s. 11d4. Surplus for
month £153 1s. 5d. Surplus of receipts over
expenditure since 1st March £849 19s. There
was no provision for interest and deprecia-
tion. Now, this is what I received the morn-
ing I left oflice. There is a bit of a falling
off here; bul still satisfactory. This atate-
went is dated 26th July, 1916,

The loss of the fish supply from incep-
tion in November, 1914, to Sth February,
1916 {this being prior to the bonus sys-
tem), and execlusive of interest and depre-
ciation, ete., amounted to £4,918. Since
the operation of the bonus system, that is,
from Mareh to 30th June, 1916, a profit of
£598 is shown. This also is exclusive of
interest, depreciation, ete. These figures
are only approximate, as it is impossible,
owing to the tardiness of the State Steam-
ship Serviee in rendering elaims paid by
them as our agents, to ascertain our defi-
nite commitments. No allowance has been
made in the above for the repairs and
glipping of the “Torrens,” which, I under-
stand, are extensive.

Included in it were the repairs to the “Una,”
redocking same for twelve months, the ves-
sels being taken down once a vear. Anyhow,
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the big expense mentioned here has not ma-
terialised since.

The loss for the month of June is shown
in the heavy claims received for repairs
and purchase of fish. There were only

* two shipments received during June, total-
ling weight 12 tons Scwt. against an aver-
age of 20 tons Gewt.

These ships had eome down to be docked

and consequently could not fish, and as a re-
sult the revenue fell off and instead of the
profit being £349 less inferest, sinking fund
and depreciation, it had dropped to £598.

Well, of course some items had to be debited.

The aecountant said lere—

Of this weight no less than 10% tons
were purchased.

So that 1 think this is a matter for investi-

gation.
Han, W. Kingsmill: You make just as
much profit ent of the purehased fish.

Hon. J. M. DREW ; There is no profit in
the purchased fish, Unless we were in com-
petition it would not be possible to purchase
so cheaply. 1 think the accountant should
be called upon for some explanation.

The Colonial Secretary: The explanation
15 on the file,

Hon. J. M. DREW : Either I have been
given a false statement or the Colonial
Secretary has been misinformed.  The
position is this: apart from all statements
from Gth March last the output has inereased
from May to December from 188lbs. of fish
to 2,127lbs. Sinee then, during the time the
present Colonial Seerctary has been in office,
it has been increased to 650lbs. a week, so
how possibly can there be any loss? I no-
tice that the Government propose to fund
the deficit and pay £100,000 off. It is hoped
that they will not start to build up a new
one. It appears to me they have made a
very good beginnhing in that direction. They
had a elear month’s run in August and went
ip the bad £37,000, and they would have
gone back considerably more but for certain
circumstances which I have explained. An
item appears in the published statement
under  Revenue, “Shipment of -eattle,
£48,8227 That is all right—payments, I
suppose, extending over twe montbs; but
there is nothing debited in the expenditore
column. There should be a corresponding

expenditure or something nearly approach-
ing it,

Hon. W. Kingsmill: It might be profit.

Hon. J. M. DREW: As a matter of faet
it i5 not possible to run the “Moira” without
some cost, and that eost was not shown in
the fnancial relurns. There is £H48,522
shown as revenue and ne expendifure what-
ever. Although vecently we have heard a
lot of eriticism regarding financial returns,
I would very much like to know what is the
explanalion of this very strange occurrence.
Besides Lhat, there were the receipts in con-
nection with the stores of the “Kangaroo,”
aud fhe carriage of kerosene from New York
to Queensland. The revenue for the cor-
respoaring months of the previous year were
something like £9,000; for last month it was
£43,006, so thal there must have been an
amoueat representing something like £34,000
revenue from the “Kangaroo’—the despised
“Kangaroo.” Now, only for the “Kangaroo™
leaving, and only for the item of £48,822,
against which there is no corresponding
debit on the expenditure side, the Govern-
meut would have had a hig deficit for last
month, Now lhey propose to introduce tax-
ation with a view to reduction of the deficit.
Well, that 1s what we tried to do and failed.
Almost every taxation measure. introduced
into this HMonse was thrown out with the ex-
ception, afler a long struzgle, of the Bill im-
posing income tax on companies which were
previonsly exempt. As a matter of faet, it
was an amendment of the Dividends Duty
Act. After a long struggle we succeeded in
gelting that Bill throngh the House, but
when we introduced the War Amendment
Bill, the arguments raised were that we
would he unable to cblain Lhe money, but the
present Government now come forward and
say they propose to introduce a taxation
measure, the objeet of whieh is to reduce
this deficit, and I hope it will do so; but
wnen the tax was introdueed it mef wiin
very seant courfesy indeed from hon. mem-
bers, nlthough some were prepared to sup-
port that portion of the Bill. T notice that
it is the intention of the Government to
permit the holders of Workers® Tomes to
convert from leasehold into freehold. Well,
we will not be very long if that is done be-
fore some of these homes get into the hands
of capitalists. We are all liable to mis-
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fortune and many of us come to financial
emharinssment: we oflen find ourselves in
such a position that we cannot meet our
bills. Some of the unfortunate workers
may be in this position, with the ineviiable
result that their homes will be sold over
their heads. That eould not possibly occur.
It would not be possible for anyone to sell
up a workers’ leasehold home, but make
the laml frechold, even if there is a big
morteage, as soon as a fAnancial  erisis
ocenrs in connection with the occupant he
has lost his home.

The Colonial Seevetary: It is nquite op-
tional.

Han. J. M. DREW: Yes; we know that
many may avail themselves of it hut
the opportunity should not be given. The
Colonial Secretary has, in support of his
attitude, referved to the fact that lease-
holders are in arrears to a greater extent
than freeholders. It is only a natural
course of events. The freeholder under the
Workers' Homes Act is generally a man who
occupies a position in the eivil service
where he gets a regular salary. e can
meet liis payments, but the unfortunate
worker who has a workers’ home under the
leasehold system and who is not in certain
employment often falls into arrears. That,
however, is no argument against the sys-
tem. The Bill will come forward in due
eourse, and I shall be able to deal with it
at greater length when it is submitted to
the House for consideration. The Minister
gave a very fechle explanation, in my
opinion, for the stoppage of the work of the
construetion of the Esperance-Northward
railway, Mr. Mann's report, he said, had
never heen published. Tt is u very strange
thing, if it has never been published, that
it is so widely known, and if it is not
widely known, it should be so.  All the
papers, so far as I know, in eonnection
with the Esperance Railway were laid on
the table of the House. I had no know-
ledge as to whether they were laid on the
Table of the House last session, but
they were Ilaid on the Table as a
result of a motion moved by the Hon.
Mr. Kirwan on the 28th November. 1912,
and Mr. Kirwan during the course of his
speech read ecopious extracts from ' Mr.

0’Brien’s reports which deall exhaustively
with Mr. Mann's analysis of the Esperance
soil. Mr, O’Brien tore it to pieees, in fact,
He set forth each particular set of analy-
ses, and dealt with them from his poiol of
view. That certainly was in the file, be-
cavse [ myself saw Mr. Kirwan reading it,
but, apart from ihat, printed extracts from
the puopers were circulated amongst mewn-
bers of Parliament generally and amongst
the newspapers of the State. In faet, Por-
liament House was littered with pamph-
lets which were prepared on the goldficlds
in connection with the matter and ecireu-
lated broadcast. Every member of the
Ilouse must have receive:d a eopy and at
any rvate they may be able to recognise it
when they see it. Here is a copy of the
doecument in guestion.

The ('olonial Secretary: Mr. Mann's ve-

lrort is not in that.

Hon. J. M. DREW : It deals with the Es-
perance-Norseman lands, and has these
headings—** Reports of Departmental Off-
cers—A  Lengthy and exbaostive inves-
tigation—More than a million acres
clagsified—Equal to same area anywhere
in the State—Question of water supply
dealt with.”’ Then we come to Mr.
O 'Brien’s report which explains the whole
matter. It is dated August 30th, 1912,
under the beading—" Boils—Analysis of.”’
He says—

Alout 200 samples of soil taken from
the surface from 6 inches to 18 inches
and from 18 inches to 30 inches were ex-
amined for salt by the Government
analvst (Mr. Mann). The tables of the
analysis cover five sheeis of figures,
which, if attached to this report. would
serve only to confuse readers and proh-
ably leave a wrong impression. I will,
therefore. endeavour to sumumarise the
results of analysis and make clear the
position. A comnplete analysis of samples
1 1o 30 was made, and results, briefiy
put, are:—Not rich in humus, well sup-
plied with lime, well supplied with pot-
ash, weak in nitrogen and phosphorie
acid—as are most of the Western Aus-
tralian secils. Proper farming and man-
ures will make good the above. In these
samples salt was found, so it was de-
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cided to lest all other samples {170) for
salb only. Here are a few remarks about
salts in soils will help readers to under-
stand what is to follow concerning the
particular soils in question.

Then follows a disquisition on the subject of
salt in soils, which I need not repeat. After
devoling a column and a quarter to the sub-
jeet Mr. O’Brien continnes—

Now, returning to the study of samples
of soil examined by Mr. Mann. In his
report Mr, Mann writes:—“I have
throughout adopted the standard of .05
per cent. of salt as being, in my opinion,
a reasonable one, although there is a con-
siderable amount of variation amongst
authorities on this subjeet; the limit of
endurance for crops being stated at from
03 per cent. to 5 per cent.” It must be
noted that Mr. Mann is not dogmatic re
the standard he has adopted, and he ad-
mits freely that autborities differ. Now,
our soil samples are well within the varia-
tion .03 per cent. to 5 per cent., but a
great many of them are not down to the
standard adopted by Mr. Mann (.05 per
cent.). After searching for loecal know-
ledge I find very little is available on this
snbjeet.

Then he refers to artesian water and goes
on—

Professor Hilyard, of California, is a
recognised authority on the subject. . . .
Bailey's Cyeclopmdia of American Agri-
culture. . . . T. H. Kearney, physiologist,
and Frank Cameron, soil chemist, in Bul-
letin No. 71, Department of Agriculture,
.S, p. 20, gives:—

Limit of enduranee for wheat, 1.8 per
cent.; do. peas, 1.2 per cent.; do. white
luping, 1.2 per cent.; do. maize, 1.4 per
cent, It will be noted there is a wide
difference hetween the standard adopted
by the Government Analyst and other
authoriiies quoted. The average per eent.
sod. chloride, take 1 (cultivated land}.—
Top 6 in., .086 per cent.; 6 in. to 18 in,,
.230 per cent.; 18 in. to 38 in,, .270 per
cent., with a wide range between individual
samples, These samples were collected in
July, when a considerable proportion of
the season’s rain had fallen, It is ap-
parent that some of the salt in the surface

must have been washed by rain into the
subsoils before these samples were taken.
Average per cent. sod, chloride in 43
samples taken in July, Esperance dis-
trict. —Uncultivated land: Top 6 in.,

1366; 6 in. to 18in., .334; 18in. to 36 in.,

.337. Caultivated land: Top 6 in., .082;
B in. to 18 in, .168; 18 in, to 36 in., .305.
General average of sod. ehloride in uncul-
tivated land is:—Samples 1 to 154, taken
January-May: Top 9 in, 104 per cent.;
9 in. to 18 in., .262 per cent, Samples 160
to 198, taken in July: Top 6 in., .136 per
¢eént.; 6 in. to 18 in., .334 per cent.; 18 in.
to 36 in., .337 per cent. From a compara-
tively small portion of area represented
by 1 to 154. Tbe relative ratios corre-
sponding with the above percentage ore:—
Samples 1-154, 2.51; samples 160-198,
2.46,

There was no attempt made at secreey in
conpection with Mr. Mann’s report. In fact,
the matter was generally discussed amongst
members of Parliament.
this was so. The matter had been so much
discussed thai I deemed if necesssary to
deal with it in introducing the Bill in 1912.
I ecould not read the whole of the report.
If T had done so I do not suppose members
would have listened to me.
with the matter.
before, of general discussion at the time.
1 could only give it a certain portion of my
speech and a very small part at that. I
did not deal with the subject at any great
length.

T feel eertain that

I dealt briefly
1t was a matter, as T said

1 said—

The soil is admittedly deficient in nitrogen
and phosphorus, rendering fallowing
necessary, and also the use of superphos-
phates, but that applies with equal force
in nearly every part of our agricultural
arens, Samples of soils were taken and
examined, the examination of some being
conducted by Mr. Mann, the Government
Analyst.

There is no atiempt to hide anything, There
bhad been analysis and I show that it was
condueted by Mr. Mann,

Mr. Mann reported that he found in some
of the samples a high percentage of salt—

That is straightforward.

and the analysis of further samples dis-
closed generally the presence of salt.
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Houn. J. F. Cullen:
salt.
1 am quoting from Hansard, 1912, pages
4093 and 4094. The extract continues—
The Colonial Secrefary: The limit of
tolerance of wheat for salt is-placed
by Mr. Mann at .05 per cent.; by
Hilyard, the greatest living authority on
soils, the limit is placed at .25 per cent.;
and by Kearney, renowned in Egyptian
and American agriculture, the limit is
placed at from .25 per cent. to 4 per
eent, Disregarding, however, the diver-

There is plenty of

gencies of scientists on tbis point, we have -

the proved fact that wheat has already
been sueccessfully grown on ten farms in
the Esperance mallee country.

Hon. C. A. Piesse: What will yon do
with it when you grow it%

The Colonial Secretary: This demon-
strates that whatever be the {rue
kimit of tolerance, there is not too
great salinity of soil for successful wheat
growing. 1t may be pointed out here that
s0il samples from other localities—the
well-known wheat area of Coorow and
Baandee—have shown salt in every sam-
ple tested.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: There is not munch
wheat grown at Coorow,

The Colonial Secretary: I think so.
The existence of salt lakes which
occur more or less thickly through-

out the area, has been referred to as con-
demning the country from an agricultnral
standpoint. But it is known that the soil
is of rather better quality in salt lake
counfry. I know myself at Carnamah,
where there are many lakes, we have some
of the very best soil in Western Aus-
tralia.
That was a pretty lengthy statement to make
on the subject of the salt aspect of the gues-
tion, and lhere was no attempt af all on my
part to keep information from members of
the House. In addition to that, the par-
ticular soil which was analysed hy Mr.
Mann had been made up into small parcels
which were on view in Parliament House
thronghout the length of ope session. Not
only were the parcels on view bot Mr.
Mann’s analysis was attached 1o each
packet. It will be seen, therefore, that no
attempt whatever was made on the part of

the Government to practise deception. That
is & very serious charge to make.

The Colenial Secretary: The repori was
kept back.

Hon. J. M. DREW: I could not say
whether it was put in or not.

The Colonial Becretary: Mr. Mann's ac-
{nal report was not published.

Hon. J. M. DREW: 1 did nof examine
the papers which were laid on the Table of
the House,

Hon. J. Cornell: You took him on the
question of soil but not on that of whisky.

Hon. J. M. DREW: I have here proof
that the criticism of Mr. ('Brien of Mr.
Mann's report was laid on Lhe Table of the
House. Even suppose Mr. Mann’s report
was not laid on the Table of the House, if
members had wanted information they
should have asked for the production of
the report. 1f there was any member of
the House who took any interest in the mat-
ter, or who bad any doubt at all as to the
correctness of Mr. O’Brien’s quotations, be
should have asked me to furnish the report
and 1 would gladly have done so. There
was no reason to hold it back, as all the
exiracts from the report concerning the
analysis appeared in Mr. (’Brien's report.

The Colonial Secretary: Mann's opinion
is not quoted once.

Hon. J. Cornell: Why did you not ask
for them?

Hon. J. M. DREW : T referred to it in
the conrse of my speech, and said that Mr.
Mann was not an expert in regard to wheat;
that he was an analyst and nothing more;
that he possessed no authority in regard to
wheat. Probably he does not know wheat
from barley. He might be a good analyst,
and on the other band he might be an ex-
pert farmer for all I know. Then again
there is another grievance that when the
Bill was in(roduced [ stated that the esti-
maled yield was six bushels to ihe acre. 1
did say so, and it was quite correct, but the
Colonial Secretary declared that I did not
supply the date of the actual refurn. I
eould not supply what I did not have, When
I moved the second reading of the Bill last
year, il was on the 12th January, and so
far as I knew there were no returns in then.
As a rule, relurns do not come in until
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Mareh as regards this particular distriet. It
is an exiensive district and is not eonfined
to within 20 miles of Esperance; it extends
to within G0 miles south of Coolgardie. 1n
reference to other districts of this State, my
experience is that their returns never come
in before March and some of them do not
some in until May, and then six men are
brought n from outside to work out the
averages. That is how 1 know that it is
about March that the returns ecome in,
and wnder the circumstances how could
I furnish the House wilh the information
on the 12th or on the 20th January
when the Bill became law? It was an im-
possibility. The personnel of (he Commis-
sion appeinted to inquive into the Esper-
anee lands is open to very strong objeclion
and the worst member of it appears to be
the Chairman, who is a local resident. This
gentleman, Mr. Dempster, is a pastoralist,
and that is quite enongh for me. Pasloral-
ists everywhere are the arch enemies of close
seleclion because wherve there is close selec-
tion they must disappear. TFrom what I
can gather, Mr. Dempster is the holder of
a large extent of pastoral land in the Esper-
ance district. JE there is successful settle-
ment there, it means that Mr. Dempster’s
runs will be taken up. That fact may not
interfere with his judgment, but it wonld
be much more preferable if someone not so
deeply inlerested from a personal stand-
potnt were appointed to the Cormission in
his stead. That is, of course, if the Com-
mission were necesary. So far, we have
bad no evidence at all in justifieation of the
appointment of the Commission. Then
again, we find that a clerk from the Taxation
office has also been appointed on this Com-
mission. I ean just imagine how Mr. Cullen
would have stormed and exercised his sev-
erest elorjuence against the Labour Adminis-
tration if they had been guilty of appoint-
ing a clerk from the Taxalion office on such
an important Commission. TWhat heeomes of
the farmers suggested by the hon. genile-
man Jlast year fo eonstilute a Commission
to deal with matters similar to this? In
my opinion, the dec¢ision of a commission
constituted such as this one is will earry no
weight whatever with the general public.

Hon. J. Ewing: What about Mr. Pagd-
bury?

Hon. J. M. DREW: I believe My, Pad-
bury is a Jrastoralist; he owns a large extent
of territory and it seems to me that his in-
terests are not at all in common with {he
interests of the former. I am glad indeed
that his name was mentioned; he is a eon-
scienitous man and he wmight try to do jus-
tice to the farmers, but I doubt whether he
is o competent autbority to settle this gues-
tion. We are told by the Colonial Seeretary
that the appointment of this commission
will eanse no delay in the construction of
the line, inasmuch as they did not have the
material to enable them to go on with the
work, that they were short of rails and olher
neeessaries.  That is the conelusion I drew
from the remarks of the Colonial Secretary.
It is a very strange thing that the people
residing in the particular district do not
agree with the view taken by the Govern-
ment in thai respect. A few weeks ago, lo
ba preeise, on the 26th Awgust last, T re-
eeived a telegram from the Chairman of
the Roads Board which read—

Petilion wired Premier to revoke order
disconlinuance railway works chiefiy Dbe-
cause sufficient material on hand to eon-
siruet line to Gibson’s Soak, All prelim-
inary work done, small outlay wages only.
Work estimated take less than two
months. This would make 16 miles avail-
able settlers.

All that the people of Esperanee asked, and
they communicated with the Premier in re-
gard to the matter was that the line should
be constructed as far as Gibson’s Soalk,
which is 16 miles out from Esperance, and
they declared that there was sofficient wmate-
rial on the ground to enable this streteh of
¢ountry to be traversed by the railway, and
it would have taken only two months to comn-
plete the work. I do not know whether that
is a fact or not. ‘The only reply that the
people of Esperance received from the Pre-
mier was the appointment of the commission.
The late Government was grossly misrepre-
sented in conneclion with the Esperance
railway nuestion in the West Australian a
couple of days ago. It was stated there
that the Tabour Ministry induced settlement
on the Esperance lands. I do not know whe-
ther ihere is a single member in this House
who helieves such an assertion. 1 do not
know who the leader writer of the TPest
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Awustralian is; perhaps he is a recent import-
alion, but if he had consnlted even ope of
the upprentices in the printing department
of the newspaper he would have learned that
the Labour Government were not responsible
for the seltlement of these lands. The
writer needed only to refer to bis own paper
of a few weeks ago and he would have found
out that was so. On the Tth inst. the chair-
man of the Esperance Road Board wrole a
letler to the 1Vest Australian in whiech he
stated—

‘The Liberal GGovernment opened up {'.
mallee. At the time of Mr. Mitebell’s tour
as Minister for Lands in May, 1910, over
30,000 acres had been selected and he, to
his eredit, had the dams constrneted.

It is quite needless for me lo read further
extracts from this leiter; everyone knows
there is no truth in the assertion of the news-
paper, More than that, the late Govern-
ment closed the land against selection, They
disposed of only grazing land because they
realised it would be unfair to encourage peo-
ple to settle on this land until they were pro-
vided with railway facilities. The Liberals
have all along been opposed to the Esperance
railway, and every member of the present
Government is hostile to its construelion,
and lhis hostility has been shown all along
the line. When they got into office, by a side
wind Lhey took action in the direction of pre-
venting the work from being carried on, It
seems to me they are flonting the will of
Parlinmeni. I have never read or heard of
a similar instance in the history of Briiish
atlministration, 7Tt is guite unfair and un-
justifiable and the pretext is most flimsy, 1
do hope that the result of the commission’s
operations will soon be known and that the
matter will be finally settled; at the same
time, T have no faith in ecormmissions sueh as
have heen appointed by the present Govern-
ment.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN  (South-East)
[5.40] : The position of the debate is not one
to challenge the eloquence of the House nor
to eall for lengthy speeches. T had hoped that
the Government would have asked the House
to elear the ground of the old questions in
the Address-in-reply and that then both
Tovses would have had the opportunity of
dealing with the legislation to be submitied.
However, that was a question for Ministers

and they decided to proceed on the lines that
are now betore ws. [ think that the eoun-
try’s interests can best be served by brevity,
so that we muy get at the real work of the
shortened session. There are only two points
that 1 think need notice in Mr. Drew’s
speech, The first is his challenge to the
Colonial Secretary over the wretched fish
stall business. Will it not strike every hon.
member and every citizen Lhat it is a sad
come down for a parliamentary institution
to be discussing the future of fish stalls?
On the subject of lhe trading econcernms, I
might say to the Colonial Secretary that the
cousensus of opinion in this country seems
io be that when the position and the preos-
pecis of those conecerns have been fully in-
quired info, most of them should be wound
up as speedily as possible without the slight-
est ecompunetion. Wind them up and get
rid of them and if {here he one or two that
may seem worth preserving, get them into
noa-political conirol as speedily as possible.
Let there be no continuanee of competition
with the legitimate enterprise of the people
of the State. T trust that this will be done
at the earliest moment possible. There is
another point in Mr. Drew’s speech to
whieh I should like to refer, the action of
lhe Government in stopping the construe-
tion of the Esperance radway and appoint-
ing a Commission. To me it seems a pity
that Ministers should Lave found it neces-
sary to reopen this vexed controversy. If
Ministers had Incked closely into the ques-
tion they would have realised when appoint-
ing the Comumission that it was necessary to
liave not only men of probity but men with
a knowledge of soils and men whose findings
wounld he ealealated 1o be reccived with con-
fidenee by the people of the State. It seems
to me that a blunder has heen committed by
the X inister who made the recommendation
of the personnel of the Commission. I shonld
be sorry if as a resnli of the investigation into
{his question anything is done which will in-
terfere with the construction of the line. I
am glad to notice that the Government pro-
1:ose dealing with one of the greatest of our
social questions, the evil of gamhling. The
late Government had available the report
of a Commission, and pressure was hronght
to bear upon Ministers, but nothing was
done, although the report contained some ex-
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cellent and practical recommendations, 1
am glad the present Government has taken
up that question, and I hope that the result
will be satisfactory. Gamblers are absolute
parasites upon society, whether they are
street heitors or bookmakers, or stock ex-
change gamblers, the last-named being the
greatest parasites of all.

Hon. R, J. Lyon: Every purchase of a
share should be an investment.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: I hope the Govern-
ment will face this matter and say, “We
want a law that can be carried out, a law
that we shall insist upon having carried out,”
and I hope that the Government will not
tolerate any introduction of graft under
which wrongdoers are protected in propor-
tion to the money they pay. I hope the mat-
ler will be grappled with; and if the Govern-
ment are urged to be very careful lest they
sheuld injure racing, I hope they will not be

- unduly hindered in that way. I think honest
racing would really be a healthful sport; but
racing, as it is now, is a pure instrument of
gambling that 'has not an atom of influence
on the breeding of utility horses. I hope that
Ministers will not be unduly hindered by
this baseless elaim in the interests of horse
breeding and the encouragement of racing
clubs. Racing as a sport I am ready to help
—1 happen to he a member of a number of
¢lubs—but racing as an instrument of gamb-
ling simply helps to cultivate this parasitieal
burden on the community. T am very glad
that the Government promptly handed the
control of the Industries Assistance Board to
the Agricultural Bank. I have urged that
year after year. Think of the utter ab-
surdity of taking the clients of the Agricul-
tural Bank and putting them under the con-
trol of an entirely different board, a board
that would be complelely in the dark as to
their financial standing, as to their previous
obligations, and could not possibly get the in-
formation without going to the Agrieultural
Bank for it! Never could such a blunder have
occurred among men who gave any thought
to the matter at all. Of course, it is recog-
nised that the Industries Assistance Board
was started hastily. Ministers wanted to
do a kind action for the farmers in distress,
and so a start was made on a false basis.
The past Government took no steps to eor-
reet it. T am glad that the present Gov-

ernment have made the Agricultural Bank
the controlling authority for all assistance
to farmers. That is the right course to
take, 1 have said that there is a great deal
in the proposals of the Government which
will meet with general support, and be
very helpful to the agricultural eommunity.
Now let e say ihis: [ am supposed by the
ex-Colonial Secretary to have been a little
severe, once in a way, in eriticising the
Labour Government and thewr proposals,
which were specially provided for their
own supporters. I was just as ready to
ertiticise the previous Liberal Government,
and wijl exercise the same right with the
present Government. But I want to say
straight away that the statement delivered
by the Colonial Secretary yesterday is one
which I think will eommand very hopeful
expectations from the whole of the people
of the State. It shows that Ministers have
grasped the situation, that they are con-
cerned for the primary industries of the
State in the first place—not to coddle them,
but to ereate a clear field for the enterprise
of the people. Al that I think they will
require to add is & determination to
cheapen. as far as possible, the transit of
our produets to market. It is quite true
that we have a Railway Commissioner
under statutory powers, but it rests with
the Government to decide the policy under
which the Railway Commissioner shall act,
and I want them to consider how far can
an enlightened Admipistration aunihilate
the penalty of distance. If the whole of
the Jands of the State are to be brought into
profitable occupation, how far can the Ad-
ministration ignore distance and make that
occupation profitable for farmers 300 or
400 miles away from the port? Certainly a
great deal will have to be done in the re-
duction of freights over long distances be-
fore this policy can he applied. I am not
going to contend that a man living 400
miles hack is to be put on a parity with the
man in the City., In most cases he goes
back for better land, for freer selection of
land, or perhaps for better elimatic con-
ditions; and there must be some penalty,
some countervailing of these advantages.
But to say that as the miles multiply
freights also shall multiply is certainly an
obsolete poliey, a policy on which this State
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can never be satisfactorily developed. A
short time before the change of Govern-
ment the farmers were penalised because
it was alleged that the Government had set
themselves to carry certain taxation which
the majority of members of this House
thought inadvisable, and the Government
said, “Very well, then; farmers are no
friends of ours, and we will put on
the terminal charges once more; We
will increase the rates on manures and
many other classes of freight.”? They
did so, and in so doing imposed a
severe  wrong upon the farmers and
set up a deterrent to that class of immi-
gration which we had hoped to see setting
in. The Governmenf that have just gone
out have done a great deal to retard immi-
gralion and land setilement; not intention-
ally, but that bas been the effect of their
administration, In view of the desire of
the new Government to encourage imini-
gration and land settlement, T commeand to
them the desirability of greatly reducing
freights. Of course this will reduce our
railway income. But why has this country
adopted as a policy the monopoly of trans-
it in the bands of the Government? Sim-
ply because ithe Government, as owners of
the public estate, desire to use the railways
as an instrument of land setilement, Well,
then, even though a considerable amount of
railway income may thus, for the time be-
ing, be losi, let the Government study the
settlement of the land, assured that every
seftler will be a producer of revenne in
countless ways, I hope the Government will
study the question of how far can we redunce
freight in proportion to distance, and open
up all the lands of the State to profitable
settlement. T wish the Government all suc-
cess in the very heavy task they have nnder-
taken.

On motion by Hon. J. Ewing, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.m.

TLegislative Hssembly,
Wednesday, 20th September, 1916.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PRESENTED.
Papers in connecfion
of the KEsperance-

PAPERS

By the Premier:
with the construetion
Northwards Railway. -

By the Attorney General: Amendment to
the rules under the Legal Practitioners A,
1893, relating to the Barristers’ Board.

By the Minister for Agriculture: Albany
Government Cold Stores—Cool Storage
charges.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE HARBOUR,
DEEP DREDGING.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Minister of
Works: 1, In view of the steps now being
taken in other States to provide a depth of
40 feet at their chief ports for the aceom-
modation of deep-draught shipping, is it the
intention of the Government to make early
provision for similar aceommodation at Fre-
mantle? 2, Is the dredging plant now em-
ployed in dredging the Fremantle Harbour
capable of dredging to a depth of 40 feet?
3, If not, what steps have been taken to
secure the necessary plant?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, The matter was under consideration by
the late Government and is now heing gone
into by the Minister for Works. The ex-
penditure. contemplated runs into one and
a-half million pounds, exclusive of cost of
new plant. 2, The dredges we have are not
capable of taking depths up to 40 feet.
The “Parmelia” could be altered but the
engineers advise against it. 3, The estimate
for a suitable dredge is approximately
£100,000, in addition to which docking faeil-
ities would have fo be provided.



